
BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES OF WORSHIP 
   

1. DOXOLOGICAL WORSHIP: God’s glory, and our joyful celebration of it in worship, should be the 
focus and goal of all life and ministry.  

 
For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be glory forever. Amen. (Romans 11:36)  

  
2. THEOCENTRIC WORSHIP: Worship is first and foremost for God.  

 
“Worship God.”(Revelation 19:10; 22:9)  

  
3. DIALOGICAL WORSHIP: Worship is a dialogue between God and His people, a rhythm of revelation 

and response. 
 

For all the promises of God find their Yes in Him [Christ].  
That is why it is through Him that we utter our Amen to God for His glory. (2 Corinthians 1:20)  

  
4. WORD-SATURATED WORSHIP: The Word must be central in our worship.  

 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. (Colossians 3:16)  
  

5. PARTICIPATORY WORSHIP:  worship is the responsibility of all of God’s people.  
 

Oh, magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together! (Psalm 34:3) 
  

6. CHRIST-LED WORSHIP: Our worship is acceptable in and through Christ our High Priest.  
 

Through Him [Christ] then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, 
that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge His name. (Hebrews 13:15)  

  
7. SPIRIT-ENABLED WORSHIP: Our response of worship is enabled, motivated and empowered by the 

Holy Spirit.  
 

We are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh. (Philippians 3:3)  
  

8. WHOLE-LIFE WORSHIP:  Worship is the response of our entire lives to God.  
 

I appeal to you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual service of worship. (Romans 12:1)  

  

9. HEART WORSHIP:  God is much more concerned with our heart than with the form of our worship.  
 

“Man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7)  
  

10. EDIFYING WORSHIP: Worship should promote the unity and edification of the Body.  
 

May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together 
you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 15:5-6)  

 
11. TRANS-GENERATIONAL WORSHIP: Young and old need each other in the Body of Christ.

 
 Young men and maidens together, old men and children! Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
 for His name alone is exalted; His majesty is above earth and heaven. (Psalm 148:12-13; cf. Titus 2:2-8) 

  
12. TAUGHT WORSHIP: These things must be taught and re-taught.  

 
Finally then, brethren, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us 

how you ought to walk and please God, just as you are doing, that you do so more and more.  
(1 Thessalonians 4:1)   
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